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BE REAL
By Charlotte Durkee
My first day of teaching my oldest child was probably a typical one. We started off with the
pledge of allegiance to the flag and proceeded into our Bible lesson. I was so prepared that I
even had coloring pages that went along with our lesson for my two preschoolers to color while
I went over the lesson. Of course, the preschoolers finished coloring before the lesson was
finished. After our prayer time came math and handwriting while I was trying to juggle keeping
the other two occupied instead of tearing up the house. Finally, lunchtime came! Then there
was getting the younger two down for naptime so I could work on phonics with my
kindergartener. I suppose the first day went as well as could be expected.
Within a couple of weeks, I was starting to feel like a failure though. How was I supposed to
give my student the one-on-one instruction he needed while taking care of two preschoolers?
What was I supposed to do when my student didn’t fully learn the lesson? If I spent another day
going over the same lesson, then wouldn’t I be “behind”? How could I teach one child
kindergarten let alone three children in three different grades in a few years?
Over time I needed help finding therapy for my son for his developmental delays. We had also
moved from another state to Kansas and needed to learn new homeschool laws. An addition to
our family caused me to reassess how I was going to teach my school-age children and manage
a baby. A one-year job lay-off for my husband, the illnesses and deaths of parents, a child with a
migraine for 9 months (caused by a food allergy), choosing a new curriculum that we all ended
up hating, extracurricular activities, and teenagers all were to follow.
So how did I handle all of this? Prayer. “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God,
which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Phil.
4:6-7).
God provided the answers to my prayers in different ways. My husband was so supportive
through it all, listening to me, trying not to give advice sometimes and at other times giving me
helpful suggestions. “You’re not a slave to your curriculum.” “Why don’t you do school outside
on the deck?” “Take a day off and go to a park/nature center/field trip.”
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Looking back over the years of homeschooling, God also blessed me with homeschooling
friends who knew exactly what I was going through. I am amazed to this day how my heart
would be broken and a mom would be right there who I could be real with. She understood the
problem, the difficulty, the hurt, the confusion. And even if she didn’t have the answer to my
specific situation, she would have a shoulder to cry on and comforting words that God knew I
needed.
I have had several different circles of homeschooling friends over the years – support group,
homeschool sports, church, scouts, and others. One of the most common questions
homeschoolers are asked is, “What about socialization?” I know the question is referring to our
children, but what about us moms? When you haven’t had a conversation with anyone over 4
feet tall all day, you start wondering about your sanity. When the dishes and laundry are piled
up, how can you even start to think about sitting down for a devotional without having nagging
thoughts about all you need to be up doing? That’s when you need to be real with God, pouring
out your heart to Him - your Creator, your Sustainer, your Provider, your Helper. And it’s okay
to ask Him to bring a special friend into your life that will walk alongside you through your
homeschooling journey. He knows what we need; we only need to ask. “The Lord is my
Shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside quiet
waters. He restores my soul; He guides me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake”
(Psalm 23:1-3).
Many families are starting back to school soon. In your preparations for the new school year,
set some “new year” resolutions for yourself. I would recommend a regular devotional time
daily if you don’t have one established. Be real with God about your doubts and your struggles.
Consider keeping a journal or blog, recording some of the day-to-day happenings once or twice
a week. Writing about the daily situations is a great outlet, and it will make for interesting
reading for you and your family when your journey is done. It is also okay to seek out another
homeschooler to be real with. We know none of us is perfect – and neither are our houses or
our children – so don’t be afraid to share your weaknesses with someone God brings along.
Having someone else who is walking along the same path can be comforting and helpful.
And for the veteran homeschooling moms, your wisdom is needed by the new, young teachers.
Remember how valuable those who went before you were to the success of your own
homeschool, so be ready to pay it forward – be someone who encourages, supports, and
comforts. - Be real!
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HOMESCHOOL 101 WORKSHOP
SATURDAY, AUGUST 5, 9 a.m. - NOON
Join us for this workshop for new homeschool
parents. We will talk about how to choose
curriculum, what are learning styles, and how to
make lesson plans. Come and find out what you
need to do to comply with homeschool laws in
Kansas. There will be a great resource book for you
to take home and a chance to ask your questions at
the end of the workshop.
This is the place to come to find out how to get
started homeschooling! Bring your questions and
our group of veteran homeschool moms will help
you find answers!
The workshop will be held at the WATC north
campus, 4004 N Webb Road, Wichita, KS – Lecture
Hall. The cost of the workshop is $25.00/person,
spouses free. Register at
www.teachingparents.org/TPAEvents/workshops.

HIGH SCHOOL ESSENTIALS WORKSHOP
SATURDAY, AUGUST 5, 1 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Are you about to start on the high school journey with
your student? Join us for this workshop which will
cover great resources for those difficult classes you
need to cover, how to make a transcript, dual credit
college options, how to navigate the college admissions
process, and encouragement to keep homeschooling
through high school. The workshop will be held at the
WATC north campus, 4004 N Webb Road, Wichita, KS Lecture Hall. The cost of the workshop is
$15.00/person, spouses free. Register at
www.teachingparents.org/TPAEvents/workshops.
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ACT PREP WORKSHOP
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2017, 9 a.m. – Noon
Do you need a few extra points on your ACT to win
certain scholarships? Or maybe you are a few points
away from qualifying to get into college. Then this
workshop is for you! This workshop is a practical
hands-on instruction session. This workshop is
packed full of relevant, practical information on
how to increase your ACT score as the instructor
did. It shows you that the ACT is beatable, and that
each test will ask you the same questions just
worded differently. The workshop covers what will
be on the test and how to master the techniques.
The workshop is not a practice test. It covers
general ideas about the ACT as a whole and the
individual sections of English (including what the
test-makers are looking for and the relevant English
rules needed for the test), Math (including exactly
what formulas and rules you will need to answer
virtually every question), Reading (including three
strategies on how to best take the reading
comprehension section), and Science (including
common question types and strategies to
understand and beat the science reasoning section).
Don’t miss this opportunity. It’s the most practical
workshop and most importantly not just a practice
test.
The cost of the workshop is $35.00/student.
REGISTRATION OPENS SEPTEMBER 1, 2017.
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TPA 2018 HIGH SCHOOL
GRADUATION CEREMONY
MAY 11, 2018
If you have a homeschooled senior this year who
would like to participate in the 2018 TPA graduation
ceremony, you’ll want to attend the fall meeting for
parents & their graduates! The senior year flies by
swiftly, so it is advantageous to get an early start on
the details.

Graduation Information Meeting
Date: Friday, September 15, 2017
Time: 7 p.m.
Place: Central Christian Church (Hospitality
Suite – use entrance #2)
The deadline to participate in TPA 2018 Graduation
Ceremony is February 1, 2018.
Questions? Contact Jeff or Jeanine Schantz at
graduation@teachingparents.org.

FAITH BUILDERS ACADEMY
We are so excited for TPA's new children's
program - Faith Builders Academy (FBA)!
Our desire is to teach, build up, and model
Christ for the children of the 2018 TPA
Convention! FBA is led by a leadership team whose life
goals are to teach and raise the next generations to
follow Him, that "when [they] are old [they] shall not
depart from it" (Prov. 22:6b). Our hope is that the
children who attend FBA will learn more about who God
is and grow closer in their walk with Him through the
drama and curriculum.
FBA is looking for volunteers to help with the 2018 TPA
Convention! If you are at least 13 years old and
interested in children’s ministry – whether it be
teaching, acting, behind the scenes, set up, tear down,
planning, etc. – contact us at tpafaithbuild@gmail.com.

AMERICAN HERITAGE GIRLS
9TH ANNUAL TPA ZOOFARI
DAY
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
Join us for TPA ZOOFARI DAY at
the Sedgwick County Zoo! This
year marks nine years of partnership with TPA and The
Sedgwick County Zoo. To help homeschool families, TPA
is offsetting part of the admission price. This year you
can enjoy all the fun and educational programs just for
homeschool families for only $4.25 per person. The
reduced rate is only good from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. You can
also use your Zoo Membership, and all homeschool
families are invited – you do NOT have to be a TPA
Member to attend Zoofari or to get the admission
discount.
If you are a Sedgwick County Zoo Member, admission is
free. Also, children 2 and under are free.
Don’t forget the educational classes just for homeschool
families! The educational programs will be at the
Learning Center.
Enter the Zoo at the main entrance to receive your
discount.

It’s that time of year again - time to kick off
another season of American Heritage Girls! We
are looking forward to an exciting year with
many wonderful memories to be made. This
year the theme is “Launch”, which in Greek/ Hebrew, means
to bring up, sail away, lead, set forth or bring into a higher
place. At AHG, we hope to equip our young ladies for just that
- to listen to God’s call and to launch into action! Luke 5:4
says, “When He had stopped speaking, He said to
Simon, "Launch out into the deep and let down your nets
for a catch." Just like Simon, we hope to excite these girls to
bravely and boldly set out in faith, knowing that Jesus will
always be true to His word and promises for our lives. Join us
this year for this fantastic experience! Here are a couple of
dates to remember:
Monday, August 28th at 7 p.m. will be our Ice Cream Social
and Bring-a-Friend Night. We will be handing out all parent
information, you can register your girls, and answer any
questions you may have. Our first official meeting will be
Monday, September 11th. Both of these events will be held at
Riverlawn Christian Church, 4243 N. Meridian Ave. Wichita
KS. For questions, please contact Angie Ray at
7alwayslearning@gmail.com.
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TRAIL LIFE USA
Trail Life USA is a Christ-centered,
outdoor adventure, character, and
leadership program for boys and
young men in kindergarten (or age 5
by October 31) through 12th grade.
Troop KS-0281 is chartered by Teaching Parents
Association. Our weekly meetings are on Monday
nights from 7 pm to 8:30 pm at Riverlawn Christian
Church, 4243 N Meridian (just north of I-235/K96).
Saturday, August 26 Family Picnic and Water
Games at Sedgwick County Park (by the big hill) Your family is invited to join us. Activities start at 10
am and end by 2 pm. We will shoot water bottle
rockets and have several activities to get the kids
wet (and probably some parents too). We'll eat a
picnic lunch and do a service project. Bring a picnic
lunch for your family, large-mouth water bottles or
cups for your family, and empty 2-liter bottles for
each of your kids. Come have some family fun and
meet some of our families.
Monday, September 11, 7pm, Join the Trail at
Riverlawn Christian Church - This is one of the best
opportunities to learn more about our troop and
what we have planned for the coming year. We'll
hear from each of our leaders, go over some
general information, answer questions, and have
some ice cream. This meeting is for all current
families and potential new families. We look
forward to meeting you and your sons.
For more information about Troop 281 in Wichita or
if you have questions about starting a Troop in
another area of Kansas, contact Scott Durkee at
316-518-0948 or tpatroop281@gmail.com.

AREA EVENTS:
Interested in engineering? Using
tools? Programming? Painting? Public
speaking? Like writing? Wiring? Power
point? Web design? Or CAD modeling?
As a member of GSR, you will have the opportunity to do
all this and much more, regardless of your previous skill
or knowledge.

BEST Robotics is a nationwide middle and high
school robotics competition, where students are
given 6 weeks and a list of materials to design and
build their own robot to complete that year’s game.
BEST teams on the state level compete to see
whose robot can score the most points.
BEST also judges each team’s engineering
notebook, oral presentation, exhibit, website,
programming, and much more.
For more information about BEST visit their
website at
http://best.eng.auburn.edu/b_about_best.php
Before the robotics season begins, GSR hosts
project days where we introduce potential
members to the team and teach anyone interested
shop skills by building simple shop projects. Anyone
interested is invited to attend; no previous shop
experience is needed and your safety is guaranteed.
Next project day: TBA
Contact Us
To inquire about upcoming dates, joining our team,
or any questions contact us at:
paul.weddle@cox.net

ANGELS ACADEMY PE 2017 – 2018
All PE Classes are on Tuesdays at Immanuel Baptist
Church at 1415 S. Topeka, Wichita, or at Wichita Parks.
Semesters begin on August 15, 2017 & January 9, 2018.
Sign up for Classes by Length:
9 Weeks/Quarter $45
18 Weeks/Semester $80
36 Weeks/Year $135
3rd & 4th Child Discount = Half Price
Pay for 3 Quarters, 4th Quarter is FREE!
11:00am - 12:00pm - Ages 5-8 $45
12:15pm - 1:15pm - Ages 9-12 $45
1:15pm - 2:15pm - Ages 13-17 $45
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ANGELS ACADEMY SPORTS CAMPS 2017-2018
Sports Camps will be 6 weeks long and begin on the
following dates. All Camps will be on Thursdays, except
Track, which will be on a Wednesday. (IBC=Immanuel
Baptist Church, 1415 S. Topeka, Wichita)
Aug 10-Sep 14, 2017
Soccer - Ages 6-14, Orchard Park, 12:00 - 1:20
Flag Football I - Ages 10-18, Evergreen Park, 2:00 - 3:30
Sep 21-Oct 26, 2017
Soccer - Ages 6-14, Orchard Park, 12:00 - 1:20
Flag Football II - Ages 8-18, Evergreen Park, 2:00 - 3:30
Nov 2-Dec 14, 2017
Volleyball – Ages 8-14, IBC, Noon - 1:00
Basketball – Ages 6-14, IBC, 1:10 - 2:00
Dodgeball I – Ages 6-18, IBC, 2:10 - 3:00
Jan 4-Feb 8, 2018
Volleyball II – Ages 8-14, IBC, 11:00 - Noon
Basketball II – Ages 6-14, IBC, Noon - 1:00
Speed & Agility – Ages 6-17, IBC, 1:00 - 2:00
Dodgeball II - Ages 6-18, IBC, 2:00 - 3:00
Feb 15-Mar 29, 2018
Speed & Agility II – Ages 6-17, IBC, Noon - 1:00
Basketball III - Ages 8-14, IBC, 1:00 - 2:00
Dodgeball III - Ages 6-18, IBC, 2:00 - 3:00
Apr 5-May 10, 2018
Baseball - Ages 9-16, West Side Park, 11 - 12:30
Tennis - Ages 6-17, Edgemoor Park, 1:15 - 3:00
May 9, 2018
Track & Field- Ages 4-17, Haysville MS, 9:00 - 2:00
*Outdoor Camps run longer in case we cancel a week due
to bad weather.
Fees & Discounts
All Camps are 6 weeks long, and cost $30 each ($10 off
for PE students!)
Do 3 Camps per Family 4th Camp is FREE!
Track & Field is $10 per child, $25 per family.
$8 for PE Students, $20 for PE Families.
One Student can do PE for the Year, and 6 Camps for only
$250.
One Family (no matter how many kids) can do PE for the
Year, and All Camps for $750.

DRUM LESSONS
Let me teach your student to experience
music through drumming!
My name is John Parker, professional
drummer and educator in Wichita,
Kansas. As a performer, educator, and author, my
passion is sharing the joy of drumming with people
throughout the Wichita area. My goal as a teacher is to
help students discover their love of music by way of the
drums. To learn about me or how to sign your students
up for percussion lessons, www.phatmandrums.com.
TPA Special Offer! Sign up for lessons and mention
Teaching Parents Association and save $10 on your first
month’s lessons. That’s 5 lessons (including your first
lesson for FREE) for $70!

WICHITA AREA HOMESCHOOL
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
WAHAA is looking forward to beginning
its 24th year as an organization. The
Wichita Warriors offer homeschooled student athletes a
place to compete in football, volleyball, soccer, cross
country, basketball, bowling, baseball, track and field,
golf, and cheerleading. The Wichita Warrior Nation
would like to say THANK YOU to our many alumni
families and fans!
If you have questions or are interested in participating
with the Wichita Warriors, please feel free to contact our
Athletic Director Jeff Masterson at
wichitawarriorsad@gmail.com.
We are looking for junior high (5th-8th grade) and high
school (9th-12th grade) students who might be interested
in football, soccer, volleyball, cross country, or
cheerleading. Our Fall sports begin practicing on August
1st. For more information, contact Jeff at
wichitawarriorsad@gmail.com.
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HOMESCHOOL BAND

CHESS CLASSES

LEARN A MUSICAL INSTRUMENT
IN A GROUP SETTING: HAVE FUN,
MAKE FRIENDS, AND SHARE THE
GIFT OF MUSIC IN THE

The Kansas City Chess School offers a homeschool chess
class on Tuesdays 10:30-11:15am or open youth classes
Mondays and Wednesdays 6-6:45 PM.

HOMESCHOOL BAND!
Make A Joyful Noise Music Studio is launching a concert
band program for homeschoolers in Wichita, beginning in
Fall 2016. Students age 10 and up will be taught playing
techniques, practice habits, and performance skills for
wind and percussion instruments, as well as gaining the
experience of playing in a disciplined group. No prior
musical experience is necessary: instruction will start at a
beginning level. Rehearsals will be held once a week on
Tuesdays at 1:30 pm at Covenant Presbyterian Church in
Northwest Wichita.
Laura and Guy Vollen are the co-directors of the
Homeschool Band. Laura is an experienced clarinetist
and pianist with twenty years of teaching experience; she
is a Nationally Certified Teacher of Music and a licensed
Kindermusik instructor. Guy is a horn player and holds a
doctorate in composition; he has taught and directed
ensembles at area colleges, including Wichita State
University and Bethany College, and was a founding
conductor of the Delano Chamber Players.
Additional details and registration information can be
found at www.joyfulstudio.net, and the Vollens may be
reached by phone at (316) 773-2373.

KANSAS AIR NATIONAL GUARD
The 184th Intelligence Wing in Wichita at McConnell Air
Force Base needs young men and women with good
character for a variety of cyber, intelligence, and other
career fields. The benefits of serving in the Kansas Air
National Guard are significant, including helping meet
college expenses. I am currently the attorney (JAG) for
the 184th Intelligence Wing, have a homeschooled
sergeant serving as my paralegal, and have service
experience with the active, reserve, and guard
components of the Air Force to draw on. If you or your
child would like to learn more about our program, please
call me, Seth Rundle, at 316.558.8171, or email me
at slakemanr@yahoo.com. "Aim High...Fly-Fight-Win."

Private classes can be scheduled for your homeschool
group by contacting Ken at kcchess@gmail.com or
(816)446-3550.
The Kansas City Chess School’s Certified Chess Instructors
use the Pawn to King curriculum and prepare students to
participate in USCF (United States Chess Federation)
tournaments by teaching rules, strategy, and etiquette.
http://www.kansascitychessschool.org/
https://www.facebook.com/kansascitychessschool

PIANO LESSONS
What are you doing to make sure your child has music as
part of their curriculum? Feel like it's just one more thing
you don't have time to fit in your schedule? I can help!
I bring piano lessons to you! No more traveling to a
studio or home and figuring out what to do with the rest
of your family.
I have been teaching piano for over 20 years, and have
taught all ages, levels, and abilities. Everyone can benefit
from piano lessons. Children and teenagers benefit with
increased math and reasoning abilities, adults benefit
with a break from the regular stresses of life, and retired
persons benefits with increased brain function and
activity.
I offer family discounts and generous referral discounts.
Spots are very limited. Contact Julia for more
information. Call/text 316-214-3636 or check out my
website www.AccentStudioKS.com or Facebook page
www.facebook.com/AccentStudioKS.
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PRIVATE MATH LESSONS
Hello, my name is Hannah Chase and I love numbers! I
was homeschooled and started tutoring in my freshman
year of high school. Now, 7 years later, I’m still tutoring
and using the mathematical concepts that I learned in
high school in everyday life. I hope to show others how
useful math can be long after school. Having been
employed as an accounting assistant and bank employee,
I have seen the usefulness of mathematics in many
situations.
I specialize in:





Foundational Algebra Concepts (aka PreAlgebra)
Geometry
Algebra I
Math-Related Chemistry Concepts

My fees are low and my schedule is flexible. Please
contact me for questions or to schedule a lesson!
My e-mail is hannahrose917@cox.net
“One cannot be exposed to the law and order of the
universe without concluding that there must be a divine
intent behind it all …The Creator is revealed through His
creation”- Wernher von Braun

PIANO, VOICE, AND WRITING
LESSONS FOR FALL 2017!
Allison Wall has 6 years of experience
teaching private lessons, a Bachelor’s degree in Music,
and a Master of Fine Arts degree in Creative Writing.
In Allison’s studio, students learn through discovery and
play. She encourages students to ask questions,
collaborate, and experiment. Allison loves exploring the
arts with her students, introducing them to new ways of
self-expression and glorifying God, and having fun while
doing it!






West side location, 21st and Maize area
Weekly individual and/or group lessons
Beginning piano
Beginning to intermediate voice
Beginning to advanced writing (any and all
styles)

For details on tuition, scheduling, studio policies, and
other information, please contact Allison at
a.writing.wall@gmail.com or (316) 833-3758. She looks
forward to connecting with you!

PIANO, VIOLIN, & VIOLA LESSONS
I currently have openings for piano, violin, and viola
students, beginner through advanced levels. Daytime
hours available as well as evening slots. I am a former
homeschool graduate (2013). I received my bachelor of
music from Wichita State University and have well over
15 years teaching experience in piano and strings,
particularly with homeschoolers. A variety of things can
be taught, such as music theory, composition, fiddling,
accompaniment, & ear playing. I am located in Park City,
but am also available to travel for in-home lessons. More
info is available at my website.





Rebecca Busenitz | Park City, KS
(316) 730-0819
www.RebeccasMusicStudio.webs.com
RebeccaBusenitz.Life@gmail.com

READING LESSONS
Is your child having a difficult time learning how to
read? Have you tried every program out there, and they
still just don’t seem to be able to read? I am a retired
homeschool mom, and I’m a Literacy Intervention
Specialist. I use a phenomenal program called Alphabetic
Phonics that has a proven track record of helping
struggling readers and dyslexics learn to read! By using
this research-based, multisensory instruction, we can
unlock the mystery of reading for your child. Call me and
we can discuss how I can help in more detail. Sheila
Robbins 316-734-6280 - Special homeschooling rates!
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WICHITA DEFENDERS
Wichita Defenders Mission:
The Wichita Defenders exists
to provide home school
athletes with a competitive sports program that uses
athletics as a tool to disciple young men and women to
pursue godliness and excellence in every aspect of their
lives.
Volleyball
•Middle and High School Practice starts July 31st
•Middle School practices Monday and Wednesday, 1:003:00
•High School practices Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday,
3:00-5:00
•Practices at Immanuel Baptist Church (1415 S. Topeka)
•Game calendar and fee information at
www.wichitadefenders.org
Middle School Boys Soccer
•Practice starts July 31st
•Practice on Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday, 5:00-6:30
•Practices location is Benton Elementary at 338 N.
Woodchuck (next to Target at Maple & Ridge Rd)
•Age range is 10 to 14 years old
•Game calendar and fee information at
www.wichitadefenders.org
Basketball Parent Meeting
•Thursday, September 7th at 6:30
Visit The Wichita Defenders on Social Media
www.wichitadefenders.org,
Facebook : Wichita Defenders
Twitter: @WichitaDefender
Instagram: Wichita_Defenders
Contact Us
Josh Conyers – Wichita Defenders Athletic Director
AthleticDirector@wichitadefenders.org
Or
Eric Nordberg
WichitaDefenders@wichitadefenders.org, 316-619-4653

KANSAS AVIATION MUSEUM
August 12th: Great Planes of KAM
Come see all the special planes our volunteers have
worked so hard to restore. This is a once a year
event, so make sure you don’t miss out! Regular
Admission. Event from 10 AM-3 PM, August 19th:
Frequent Flyers
K-5th grade monthly program from 10-11 AM. $5
admission, no pre-registration required.
For more information families can check our
website www.kansasaviationmuseum.org or
contact me at
rebeccapayne@kansasaviationmuseum.org.

